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August 21, 2019 

John Copp 
Air Quality Inspector 
San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District 
1990 E. Gettysburg Ave. 
Fresno, CA. 93726-0244 

Re: Midway Peaking Response to NOV Number 5022324 

Dear Mr. Copp, 

4350 Executive Drive 
Suit.: 320 
Snn Diego. CA 9212 1 
619-756-5795 

Midway Peaking, LLC (Midway) has received NOV Number 5022324 (enclosed and attachments signed). 

As identified in the NOV the facility failed to operate the power generation unit in compliance with NOx emission 
limit stipulated in Condition 11 of PTOs C-7286-1-3 & 2-3. During operation of the facility, the SCR suffered a 
drive back condition which cause the engines to drop load to protect the catalyst from over temperature. The 
facility remained in the drive back configuration until unit shutdown at the request of the system operator (CAISO). 
Had the unit remained on-line for a few minutes longer, the NOx average value of 3.08 lbs/hr likely would have 
come into compliance with the permit limit of 3.0 lb/hr prior to the shutdown instruction. 

A Breakdown/Deviation report was submitted with explanation of event. The issue that caused the event has 
been addressed by applying an appropriate summertime derate to prevent the drive-backs from occurring. 
Subsequent to this event, operators have been instructed to implement the Drive Back Reset function when an 
SCR "over temp drive-back condition" occurs. This will allow the SCR to cool down quickly while the CRO adjusts 
load to control the exhaust gas temperature conditions that are mostly experienced on hot days. This requires the 
CRO to acknowledge an alarm and to press a Drive Back Reset button on the HMI (Human Machine Interface), 
which is designed into the system to reset and restore proper operation. 

Given corrective actions outlined above and that the limit exceedance was less than 3 percent over the permitted 
value, Midway Peaking requests consideration for relief. 

If you have any questions on this matter, please contact Tony Gilmore, Compliance Coordinator at (619) 756-
5795. 

Sincerely, 

Claude Co~C -
Vice President of Operations 
Midway Peaking, LLC 

Enclosure Signed SJVAPCD NOV form 
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► John Copp, Air Quality Inspector, San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District (e 
copy) 

► Claude Couvillion , Vice President of Operations, Middle River Power (e copy) 
► Jon Boyer, Director of EHS, Middle River Power (e copy) 
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SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT 

D Northern Region Office 
4800 Enterprise Way 
Modesto, CA 95356-8718 
(209) 557-6400 

{8] Central Region Office 
1990 E Gettysburg Ave 
Fresno, CA 93726-0244 
(559) 230-5950 

D Southern Region Office 
34946 Flyover Court 
Bakersfield, CA 93308 
(661) 392-5500 

NOTICE OF VIOLATION NO. 5022324 

ISSUED TO: 
NAME: Midway Peaking LLC 

ADDRESS: 19000 Perimeter Rd 

CITY: Victorville 

PERMIT/FACILITY: C-7286 

PERMITS: -1-3, -2-3 

STATE: CA ZIP: 92394 

PHONE: (312) 766-8716 

OCCURRENCE LOCATION: 
NAME: Midway Peaking LLC 

ADDRESS: 43627 W Panache Rd 

CITY: Firebaugh STATE: CA ZIP: 

DATE: July 23, 2019 TIME: 9:22 pm 

THIS NOTICE HAS BEEN ISSUED AS A RESULT OF A VIOLATION OF: 
l8l San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution Control District Rules and Regulation 

D California Health and Safety Code/ California Code of Regulations 

Rule(s)/Section(s): 2070 - Standards for Granting Applications 

□ Same as Above 

Equipment Type (If Applicable): Unit 1: two natural gas fired turbine engines with a common SCR and oxidation 

Description: Exceedance of the NOx shutdown emission limits stipulated in Condition 11 of PTOs C-7286-1-3 & 
-2-3 

RECIPIENT NAME: Tony Gilmore TITLE: Compliance Coordinator 
--=---------------

SIGNING THIS NOTICE IS / - ~ / 
NOT AN ADMISSION OF GUILT x - ~-_..c..Dc:~ _ _.gV/--:~~---_-_-_-_-_-_-:_~ _____________ _ 

(/ . SIGNATURE 

RETURN A COPY OF THIS NOTICE WITH A WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMEDIATE CORRECTIVE 
ACTION YOU HAVE TAKEN TO PREVENT A CONTINUED OR RECURRENT VIOLATION. 

THIS VIOLATION JS SUBJECT TO SUBSTANTIAL PENALTY, 
YOUR RESPONSE DOES NOT PRECLUDE FURTHER LEGAL ACTION. 

ISSUED BY:John Copp 

DATE:Mon August 12, 2019 TIME: 1 :34 pm {8] MAILED/EMAILED 

Continued 



INSTRUCTIONS 
THIS VIOLATION IS SUBJECT TO SUBSTANTIAL PENALTY, AND YOUR RESPONSE 
DOES NOT PRECLUDE FURTHER LEGAL ACTION. 

A VARIANCE SHOULD BE SOUGHT IF IT IS NECESSARY TO CONTINUE TO OPERATE 
IN VIOLATION OF DISTRICT REGULATIONS. A VARIANCE CANNOT BE GRANTED FOR 
OPERATING WITHOUT A PERMIT OR FOR ACTIVITIES WHICH CREATE A NUISANCE 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON ELIGIBILITY FOR, OR THE FILING OF A VARIANCE 
PETITION, CALL THE COMPLIANCE DIVISION AT THE INDICATED REGIONAL OFFICE 

OPERATION WITHOUT A PERMIT 

A permit application must be submitted immediately to the District's Permit Services Division. 
The permit application must reference the Notice of Violation number: 5022324. 

If there are any questions regarding the submission of a permit application, contact the Permit 
Services Division at the indicated Regional office. 

All OTHER VIOLATIONS 

Within 1 O days, return a copy of this notice with a written description of the corrective action 
you have taken to prevent continued or recurrent violation. Immediate corrective action must 
be taken to stop the violation. 

If you have any questions or require additional information, contact the Compliance Division at 
the indicated Regional Office for assistance. 

Para asistencia en Espanol, por favor llama a la oficina de/ Distrito de/ Aire a (559) 230-6000. 
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March 2, 2020 
 
 
John Copp 
Air Quality Inspector 
San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District 
1990 E. Gettysburg Ave. 
Fresno, CA. 93726-0244 
 
Re:  Midway Peaking Response to NOV Number 5023707  
 
Dear Mr. Copp, 
 
Midway Peaking, LLC (Midway) has received NOV Number 5023707 (enclosed and attachments signed).  
 
As identified in the NOV notification email, the operators of the power generation units played a role in the NOx 
shutdown exceedances for Units 1 and 2 on 11/03/19, the Unit 2 NOx shutdown exceedance on 11/11/19, and 
the Unit 1 steady-state operational transition exceedance on 11/23/19. Midway also understands the District is 
aware of efforts that have been undertaken to improve the sophistication of the NOx control systems. It is also 
evident that both control system improvements and operator training have improved Midway’s emission 
compliance track record.   
 
As the district indicated, the facility has commissioned emission control system upgrades in addition to ongoing 
operator training.  Process Logic Controllers have been upgraded at the stie.  The NH3 delivery control will have 
additional parameters added to not only utilize the monitored NOx emissions to effect but also real time fuel 
MMBTU values to direct NH3 flow into the vaporizer.  The control room operators have also gained many more 
hours of on-line experience and have a greater understanding of the facility operating profile. 
 
Although possibility of future operational errors exists, the facility will continue ongoing efforts in the way of 
continuous training and upgrades to equipment when improvement opportunities are presented. 
 
It is hoped the district understands the history of the Midway facility and looks favorably on the new management 
and their commitment to process improvements and operator excellence. 
  
 
If you have any questions on this matter, please contact Tony Gilmore, Compliance Coordinator at (619) 229-
3770x340. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Claude Couvillion 
Vice President of Operations 
Midway Peaking, LLC 
 
 
 

• Midway Peaking, LLC 
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DISTRIBUTION LIST 
 
 John Copp, Air Quality Inspector, San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District (e copy) 
 Claude Couvillion, Vice President of Operations, Middle River Power (e copy) 
 Jon Boyer, Director of EHS, Middle River Power (e copy) 
 Tony Gilmore, Compliance Coordinator, CalPeak Power (e copy) 

 

• Midway Peaking, LLC 

' 



SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT 

D Northern Region Office 
4800 Enterprise Way 
Modesto, CA 95356-8718 
(209) 557-6400 

IEI Central Region Office 
1990 E Gettysburg Ave 
Fresno, CA 93726-0244 
(559) 230-5950 

D Southern Region Office 
34946 Flyover Court 
Bakersfield, CA 93308 
(661) 392-5500 

NOTICE OF VIOLATION NO. 5023707 

ISSUED TO: 
NAME: Midway Peaking LLC 

ADDRESS: 19000 Perimeter Rd 
CITY: Victorville STATE: CA 

PERMIT/FACILITY: C-7286 

PERMITS: -1-3, -2-3, -3-3, -4-3 

ZIP: 92394 

PHONE: (312) 766-8716 

OCCURRENCE LOCATION: 
NAME: 

ADDRESS: 43627 W Panache Rd 

CITY: Firebaugh 

DATE: November 03, 2019 

STATE: CA 

TIME: 12:00 am 

ZIP: 

THIS NOTICE HAS BEEN ISSUED AS A RESULT OF A VIOLATION OF: 
IEI San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution Control District Rules and Regulation 

D California Health and Safety Code / California Code of Regulations 

Rule(s)/Section(s): 2070 - Standards for Granting Applications 

□ Same as Above 

Equipment Type (If Applicable): Units 1 &2: two pairs of natural gas fired turbine engines with a common SCR 
and oxidation 

Description: Exceedance of NOx emission limits during regular operation and during plant shutdown, in violation 
of the requirements of Conditions 7, 8, and 11 of PTOs C-7286-1-3, -2-3, -3-3, & -4-3 

RECIPIENT NAME: Tony Gilmore TITLE: Compliance Coordinator ---------------
SIGNING THIS NOTICE IS ~ 
NOT AN ADMISSION OF GUILT X = ----::> 

SIGNATURE 

RETURN A COPY OF THIS NOTICE WITH A WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMEDIATE CORRECTIVE 
ACTION YOU HAVE TAKEN TO PREVENT A CONTINUED OR RECURRENT VIOLATION. 

THIS VIOLATION IS SUBJECT TO SUBSTANTIAL PENALTY, 
YOUR RESPONSE DOES NOT PRECLUDE FURTHER LEGAL ACTION. 

ISSUED BY:John Copp 

DATE: Fri February 21, 2020 TIME: 8:10 am IEI MAILED/EMAILED 

Continued 
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